ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Loui 


.Missouri 63105 


Michael McLaughlin July 6, 1992 

7372 Roxbury Ave 
Manassas, VA 22110 


Dear Michael: 

You will have a treat with Dr. Hall's notes on Fugios. He 
observed things which are very minute. His classification was not 
known to me when I wrote my classification. They are enclosed. 

I was unable to get the inner side of the pages far enough 
into the copier without harming the book: thus I had to fill in by 
hand the words which were missing from the copies. I hope this is 
clear as it was very difficult to read in certain instances. If 
there is any text you can not read please give me the page number 

and item. .,_ , , . 

The understanding between us is that you will not release this 
information to anyone without my consent (If I am still living). 
I may want Spilman or others to have an equal chance to use it when 
any release of new comprehensive Fugio material is undertaken. I 
hope you can work out an arrangement with whoever writes up a new 
comprehensive book. Maybe you should do it. 

Your installments in Pennywise are fine. Your research will 
enable you to see what if anything is new in Hall. I hope this 
will stimulate a greater interest in the matter. Keep up the good 

work. . . . . . , 

I still have a large pile of Fugio data for the historical 
side and the photos for my plates in the original work. You should 
broaden from die study to include everything about them. Let me 
hear from you in due course after you have digested Hall and 
coordinate Hall's identification designations with mine. 



Eric P. Newman 


enclosures 





ERIC NEWMAN 

6450 CECIL AVENUE 

ST.LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105 

GREETINGS ERIC; 

THIS IS MY SECOND LETTER TO YOU LETTING 
YOU KNOW OF MY RECIEPT OF DR. HALL'S NOTES. I 
RECIEVED THE NOTES SATURDAY BEFORE LAST AND SENT 
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THE FOLLOWING MONDAY, ON THE 
FOLLOWING THURSDAY IT WAS RETURNED TO ME BY THE 
POST OFFICE. I HAD USED A STAMP WITH NO GLUE, SO 
TO AFFIX THE STAMP I USED CLEAR TAPE, APPARENTLY 
A POSTAL NO-NO. 


SO FAR I HAVE TENTIVELY WORKED THROUGH 


DR. HALL'S NOTES ON THE OBVERSE DIES, AND WHILE I 
HAVEN'T YET FOUND ANY SURPRIZES I HAVE FOUND CUR¬ 
IOSITIES, BUT I'LL WAIT UNTIL I'M THROUGH WITH ALL 
THE NOTES BEFORE I SEND YOU WHAT I HAVE, RATHER THAN 
PIECEMEAL IT TO YOU. 


AND FINALLY WHO BETTER QUALIFIED THAN YOU 


TO DO THE REWORK ON THE FUG10 CENT SERIES ? I WOULD 
BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO HELP IN ANY MANNER POSSIBLE. 

THANKS ONCE AGAIN FOR ALLOWING ME TO RE¬ 
SEARCH DR. HALL'S NOTES. 


MICH LIN 



P.S. IT REALLY IS A TREAT! 



j//\ 


ERIC: P. NEWMAN 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 CECIL AVENUE 

ST.LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105 

GREETINGS ERIC: 

CONTAINED HEREIN IS MY ANALYSIS OF THE DR. 
HALL MATERIAL YOU SENT ME. I HAVE NEVER HAD A FINER 
TIME WORKING IN THE FUG10 CENT SERIES AS I HAD WITH 
THIS MATERIAL. I THANK YOU. PLEASE TO LET ME KNOW 
HOW THIS JIVES WITH YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MATERIAL. 

IN OTHER FUG10 NEWS, I WAS ABLE AT A RECENT 
COIN SHOW TO PURCHASE A DOUBLE CLASH N.21-I FOR MY 
DIE STATE COLLECTION. I'M ALSO WORKING ON A TRADE FOR 
A DOUBLE STRUCK N.16-H, I FIND MYSELF STUNG BY THE 
EXOTICA BUG, I'M LOOKING TO OBTAIN DOUBLE STRUCKS, 
STRUCK-OVERS, ETC., ANYTHING ODDBALL IN FUGIO CENTS, 

BUT THEY ARE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN. 

THANKS ONCE AGAIN. 


SINCERELY, 

michael McLaughlin 

757 £ RoK&ufcy /ME 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Michael McLaughlin May 20, 1993 

7372 Roxbury Ave 
Manassas, VA 22110 

Dear Michael: 

Today I received your letter and THE FUGIO FILES. I 
congratulate you on gaining the status of shodan. I am glad as I 
may need you for protection. 

Your die study and data is exemplary and I have full 
confidence in it. Between you and Donald Scarinci you ought to 
have located all of the known varieties. You also might have heard 
from readers of P-'Vif they feel you have made any errors in your 
listings because people enjoy looking for mistakes. 

I note in the auction listings you do not have Fugios in early 
auctions. I realize modern technical die varieties were not 
usually described in early catalogs but pictures are often there 
enabling positive identification. However to save time you should 
go to ANS in New York and look at Walter Breen's card file for 
colonials under Fugio coppers and see which catalogs had unusual 
pieces in them. Maybe Adams in his recent book has sufficient 
detail in his catalog summaries to help. 

The two major items you need if you plan to write a 
comprehensive study are : 

1. A fine set of photographs of each die variety and varying 
states of any die - die breaks, clash marks, weakness etc. 

2. Photocopies or originals of everything written on the 
subject heretofore. (I believe enough history has been written and 
enough research has been done to present a full picture unless you 
know of new leads to be followed). 

I do not understand why you wish to publish the Douglas 
manuscript. This wonderful work has been available (though 
unpublished) to everyone and should be part of the literature base 
on which a complete study is written. 

As to photographs I was recently asked to let^nicer and 
scarcer Fugios be photographed in color, but I do not own some of 
the rare varieties. The photography was done, but I do not think 
I will be furnished with prints. Do you have sharp pictures of all 
or virtually all the varieties, etc. ? I wish someone could 
arrange to get a fine set of illustrations to publish with the 
descriptive data, your statistical data, the history etc. There 
seems to be much confusion and lack of cooperation. You are well 
aware of the Kessler surprise I got long ago. 

You must make up your mind as to whether you and anyone else 
you select to join you want to do the project. 


My own photographs are over 40 years old. They are not 
complete. They will be difficult for me to locate and quite a work 
out. I am delighted to cooperate but hesitate until I know whether 
you, Trudgeon, Hodder, Ringo, Spilman and others want to work 
together in whole or part. Who can do the job and who will do it? 
You must have most of those answers. 

I try to help everyone who asks but do not want to take sides 
as many had to do in the half cent and one cent matters. There 
were too many egos. Think the matter over and write me further. 

Thank you for sharing your Fugio compilation with me. 


SincereTy 



Eric P. Newman 


/tM/M*, /9f3 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 CECIL AVENUE 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63103 

GREETINGS ERIC 

I JUST RECIEVED YOUR LETTER OF THE 20th 
AND MUST SAY WE THINK QUITE A BIT ALIKE. 

EVEN BEFORE MY RECENT C0RRE5P0NDANCE WITH 
YOU, I HAD AREADY GIVEN THOUGHT AS HOW TO APPROACH 
THE ASSEMBLING OF THE MATERIAL FROM THE MANY AUTHORS. 

I HAD THOUGHT AS A THEME FOR THE BOOK THE PRESENTATION 
I EACH AUTHORS' MATERIAL AS A SEPARATE SECTION. THUSL.Y 
DR. HALL'S STUDY C YOU SO KINDLY PROVIDED ME WITH - AND 
I STILL ENJOY STUDYING - ALL IS NOT SETTLED IN MY MIND > 
WOULD BE REPRESENTED, AS WELL AS DAMON DOUGLAS WITH HIS 
MANUSCRIPT. 

DONALD SCARINCI'S WORK < AUCTION LISTINGS > 
COULD ALSO BE PRESENTED ALONG WITH A SEPARATE PRL. FOR 
EACH VARIETY BASED ON THE LISTINGS (I HAD GIVEN THOUGHT 
TO A PRICE GUIDE BY VARIETY, AS IN KESSLERS' BOOK, BUT 
SUCH LISTING WOULD BE ARBITRARY AND CAPARICIOUS ). 

JIM SPILMAN COULD PRESENT HIS WORK ON THE 
WEIGH ANAYLSIS OF FUGIOS, ALONG HIS WORK ON MULTIPLE 
OFFSET STRIKES. 

ALL THIS TOGETHER WITH MY "FILES" AND WITH 
WHAT I FEEL AS THE MOST IMPORTANT SECTION, NAMELY THE 
PRESENTATION OF THE HISTORICAL DATA, WOULD COMPRISE 
THE BOOK. THE ASSEMBLING AND THE WRITING OF THIS 
SECTION OF THE BOOK WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT UNDER¬ 
TAKING, REQURING MUCH WORK. 


WOULD YOU CONSIDER AND DO YOU HAVE TIME 


TO UNDERTAKE THE WRITING OF THE HISTORICAL SIDE OF 
THE FUG10 COINAGE. IT DOES SEEM APPROPIATE THAT YOU 
DO THIS, AS IT WAS YOUR PIONEERING WORK THAT STARTED 
IT ALL. 


AS FAR AS PLATES FOR THE BOOK I CAN PROVIDE 


REASONABLE EXAMPLES FROM MY MODEST REFERENCE COLLECT¬ 
ION OF THESE DIES: 1,3,4,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16, 



W,X,Y. MORE SIGNIFICANT ARE THE DIES I DON'T HAVE GOOD 
EXAMPLES OF SUCH AS: 2,5,17,20,23,24, AND REVERSES A,C, 
F,G,HH,L,MM,00,SS,WW,Z,ZZ. OF COURSE IDEALLY FINEST 
KNOWN EXAMPLES SHOULD BE PLATED FOR DIE VARIETY, POSSI¬ 
BLY UP TO 3X SIZE, WHILE THE PLATES REPRESENTING THE 

DIE STATES COULD BE IX. JIM SPILMAN I'M SURE HAS A GOOD 
COLLECTION OF PLATES, PERHAPS HE COULD BE TAPPED ONCE 
AGAIN. 


ALSO MY PRESENTATION OF THE "FILES" IN P-W 


SOULD CONCLUDE SOON, PERHAPS A REQUEST FOR AID FROM 
THE MEMBERS OF E.A.C. AS A TRAILER TO THE LAST IN¬ 
STALLMENT WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL. 


YOU ARE THE FIRST THAT I HAVE DISCUSSED 


THIS UNDERTAKING WITH. NONE OF THE OTHERS THAT I HAVE 
MENTIONED HAVE BEEN CONTACTED. SHOULD ANY OF THEM BE 
UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE, I FEEL THE BOOK WOULD BE SER¬ 


IOUSLY DEFICIENT. 





PLEASE CONSIDER. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Michael McLaughlin June 7, 1993 

7372 Roxbury Ave 
Manassas, VA 22110 


Dear Mike: 

Thank you for your May 26, 1993 letter. You certainly 

understand the problem. 

Nothing written in parts by different authors will in my 
opinion be worthwhile. There must be one writer who can have many 
feeders who get appropriate credit. Crosby showed what a flop a 
committee authorship results in. He had to go it alone. 

To solicit aid from EAC members is very risky as you might 
draw incompetent writers or those who block a project. You might 
ask EAC people for additions, corrections and other suggestions as 
to your work. 

I am willing to write an introduction to such a book. I am 
82 and writing on other topics at present. I do not like to write 
unless I can present some new research. On this subject I have 
very little new to offer as many like you have added so much in the 
years since I wrote it up. 

I might edit a manuscript after it was prepared. 

You will have to solve the problem. It is a lot of work, but 
the data is available in accurate form. Someone should write a 
fine book on the first coin of the United States of America. Don't 
drop the ball. 

X) 

Onward, 



Eric P. Newman 



NUMISMATISTS 


COINS • MEDALS • PAPER MONEY 


123 WEST 57 th STREET • NEW YORK, NY 10019-2280 


October 3, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Enclosed are advance copies of the Fugio Cents catalogue copy from Stack's 
November 30, 1994 sale. This includes the John W. Hancock, Jr. Collection. 

We have sent these to you as a courtesy and with our compliments. 


Sincerely yours, 


STACK'S 



Michael Hodder 


MH/sb 

end. 




TEL 21 2/582-2580 


FAX 2 1 2/245-50 1 8 
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The John W. Hancock, Jr. Collection 

DIE VARIETIES OF THE 1787 FUGIO CENT 

Stack's is proud to have been chosen to catalogue and present John Hancock's collec¬ 
tion of Fugio Cents. John was a very private collector and he preferred not to make his inter¬ 
est in Fugio's widely known. He concentrated his purchases into a very short space of time 
and dealt with a single vendor. His activity in this numismatic area was not well known out¬ 
side his o wn dose circle. 

Today's new generation of collectors, consequently, will be unfamiliar with both the col¬ 
lector and his coins. This short introduction will serve to establish an acquaintance that the 
following lot descriptions may cement into a numismatic'friendship. 

With the recent discovery of Newman 17-T there are now 59 different Fugio varieties 
known. John's collection includes 47 plus the "New Haven" 104-FF. To put this achievement 
into perspective, the celebrated Norweb Collection also included 47, plus five "New Haven's" 
and “Bushnel/'s. " Very, very few collectors have ever broken the 50 variety ceiling. Included 
in John's collection are 12 coins that rate at Rarity 6 to 6+ and nine that rate Rarity 7 to 7 + 
on the Sheldon population scale. 

John didn't only care for acquiring different varieties. He had an eye for condition, as 
well, and collected the best that was offered to him. Nine of the varieties to follow are among 
the finest 6 to 10 of their kind known and some are candidates for Finest honors These 
include N.6-W, 9-T. 10-G, 12-LL, 13-R, 14-0, 15-H, 16-N, and 18-X. Two of John's coins are 
Kessler Plate coins, N.8-X and 15-Y. Two others, N. 15-H and 16-N, were owned by Kessler 
and were in NASCA's sale of his collection in April, 1981 (along with the already mentioned 
15-Y). 

Just so the Red Book type collector shouldn't feel left out, John's collection includes the 
following Fugio "types" listed in the handbook: Cross After Date, Label With Raised Rims, 
FUCIO "error," Club Rays, Fine Rays, STATES UNITED, UNITED STATES, 8 Pointed Star on 
Label, 1 Over Horizontal 1, and the “New Haven" type. 

7001 1787 Newman 1-B. Fine Rays. Rarity 5. Cross After Date variety. Extremely Fine, deep 
reverse flaw at base. 139.5 gns. Nice olive brown. Minor granularity elsewhere. Both dies 
clashed and heavily, with bold incusations visible on obverse and reverse. 

7002 1787 N.1-L. Fine Rays. R-6. Another Cross After Date variety. Good Very Fine. 161.7 gns. 
Olive brown and gold with a curious greenish cast to the obverse. Old reverse scratch up 
across the center. Somewhat granular, slightly off center to the left, as usual. Early die 
states, the obverse appears clashed once. 


NEWMAN 1-Z FUGIO 
The "Production Pattern" Variety 

7003 1787 N.1-Z. Fine Rays. R-7. Reverse Label with Raised Rims. The so-called 

"Production Pattern" issue. Very Fine, reverse stronger than the obverse. 150.3 gns. 
Olive tan, the color even on both sides. Minor surface granularity. Slightly off center 
almost exactly as the finest known (Norweb:351 5). We can now account for eight 
different examples of this rare variety. From 1959, when Newman 1-Z was first listed 
in a rarity table, down to today, N.1-Z has retained its R-7 status and remains on 
almost all Fugio collectors' Want lists. Apparently perfect die states. Usual "medal 
turn" reverse orientation. 


NEWMAN 2-C FUGIO 


The FUCIO "Error" 
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7004 1787 N.2-C. Club Rays. R-6. FUCIO "error" variety. Sharpness of Good Very Fine. 

163.4 gns. Surfaces appear granular in places. Harshly cleaned. Nevertheless, well 
struck for the variety, which is usually softer than this, only the center of the sunface 
being a trifle soft. FUCIO "error" sharp and bold save for the very top of C, which is 
always soft. Exact die states uncertain. 

7005 1787 N.3-D. Club Rays. R-3. Good Very Fine to Extremely Fine. 162.6 gns. Light olive 
brown, surfaces fairly smooth and glossy. Rim dent obverse over first 7, pinprick marks 
elsewhere. Die states as Norweb:3518. 

7006 1787 N.4-E. Club Rays. R-3. Sharpness of nearly About Uncirculated. 148.9 gns. Deep 
mahogany brown with flecks of black mainly on the reverse. Some hidden obverse 
scratches. Planchet flawed at rim about 3:00 obverse. Some scattered granularity. Dies 
appear perfect. 

7007 1787 N.4-E. Club Rays. R-3. Extremely Fine. A second. 139.2 gns. Olive brown, small ver¬ 
digris spot (active) on obverse. Surfaces quite granular in places. Planchet cutter clip 
obverse at 11:30. Obverse very lightly clashed; reverse die perfect. 


NEWMAN 5-HH FUGIO 
High Rarity 7 

7008 1787 N.5-HH. Club Rays. R-7 +. Strong Very Good/Very Good. 159.4 gns. Dark 

brown, both surfaces very porous and granular. Tiny reverse clip at 1:30. Extremely 
rare: we know certainly of only two others besides this: our Spence Sale coin (March, 
1975, lot 739) and the one from our April, 1976 sale, lot 136. Obverse 5 is known 
married only to two reverses, HH and F, both of which are rare to very rare. This vari¬ 
ety was missing from both the Kessler and Norweb sales, for example. Die states 
uncertain due to surface condition. "Coin turn" reverse alignment. 

7009 1787 N.6-W. Fine Rays. R-6. Extremely Fine. 168.8 gns. Rich olive brown. Minor surface 
granularity in places but not troubling. Well struck everywhere save for lower right 
obverse, upper right reverse, where the coin is a trifle weak. Probable Condition Census, 
middle range and tied with some others. Late die states, as Norweb:3521. 

7010 1787 N.7-T. Fine Rays. R-4. Good Extremely Fine, a very attractive coin. 155.8 gns. Nice, 
even olive brown in color. Extremely minor surface granularity, otherwise the fields are 
clear and smooth. Well struck. Perhaps not a Condition Census specimen but a particularly 
pleasing one, nonetheless. Perfect die states. 

7011 1787 N.7-T. Fine Rays. R-4. Good Very Fine but very dark and granular. A second. 130.7 
gns. Small flaw on base of sundial. Both dies perfect. 

7012 1787 N.8-B. Fine rays. R-1. About Uncirculated, nearly Choice. 151.7 gns. A Bank of New 
York hoard variety. Nice, deep olive brown color. Surfaces granular in places, a bit rough 
on the obverse. Reverse off center to the lower left. Some minor rim flaws. Die states as 
Norweb:3523. 


REMARKABLE N.8-B ERROR FUGIO 

7013 1787 N.8-B. Fine Rays. R-1' Choice Uncirculated, near full lustre and traces of faded 

mint red, not unexpected from this Bank of New York hoard variety. 158.5 gns. 
Obverse {fie appears perfect; reverse heavily clashed, short break at bottom left pres¬ 
ent. Remarkable error coin: struck on a planchet that had been cut twice by the plan¬ 
chet cutter, not all the way through the first time, leaving a pronounced and star¬ 
tlingly broad lip of extra metal around the top and much of the right side of the 
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obverse. Why the second strike with the cutter didn't deform this lip and bend it over 
is curious. We have all seen planchet cutter lips on state coppers. On Fugio's these 
manufacturing errors are sometimes found. We cannot remember having seen one on 
a Fugio quite so dramatic as this, however. 


SECOND N.8-B ERROR FUGIO 

7014 1787 N.8-B. Fine Rays. R-1. Choice Uncirculated, even deep olive brown with full 

lustre cartwheels. A Bank of New York hoard variety. 113.9 gns, a remarkably light 
weight for a Fugio cent. Minor surface granularity, obverse linear flaw through left 
center. Triple struck error: clearly a case of "modern" die chatter, the coin having 
been left in the dies and struck three times, each with very little movement of the 
planchet between them. Tripling can be seen under magnification. On the obverse it 
is most noticeable on the motto; on the reverse, in the rings. Die states largely as 
Norweb:3523. 


MINT STATE NEWMAN 8-X 
The Kessler Plate Coin 

7015 1787 N.8-X. Fine Rays. R-2. Uncirculated, mostly even brown, area of slightly darker 

color at upper left obverse. 153.3 gns. Full lustre cartwheels. Surfaces rough top 
obverse, bottom reverse, old reverse fingerprint. The Kessler Plate Coin, illustrating 
the broken state of obverse 8 (p.63). This was also the Kessler Sale coin, lot 2420. 
Die states as Norweb:3524 and as described by Alan Kessler. 

Ex Kess/er-Spangenberger Sale (NASCA, April 1981), lot 2420. 

7016 1787 N.9-P. Fine Rays. R-4. Rough Very Fine. 153.8 gns. Dark olive brown, slightly off 
center both sides. Obverse perfect; usual reverse horizontal and vertical breaks. 

7017 1787 N.9-P. Fine Rays. R-4. Technically Extremely Fine but rough, reverse scratched at 
WE. 134.2 gns. Brown fields, lighter golden brown on some high points. Early reverse 
state, the horizontal break at left starting in 10th ring but no vertical break, yet. 

This specimen was misattributed as an extremely rare “N.9-CT and sold as such to Mr. 
Hancock. 

7018 1787 N.9-S. Fine Rays. R 6. Good Fine. 157.1 gns. Olive brown, fields a trifle darker. Sur¬ 
faces micro granular, a bit rougher on the back. No serious flaws or damages, just even 
wear on a decent representative of this very scarce variety. 


OUTSTANDING N.9-T FUGIO 
Possible Finest Known 

7019 1787 N.9-T. Fine Rays. R-7. Very Fine, nice light olive brown. 161.2 gns. Rough in 

places around the rims, small rim dent above sun face, touch of verdigris reverse at 
IT. Possible Finest Known: nicer appearance than the Kessler Sale coin (lot 2423), 
called by Mike McLaughlin the "Finest" in his Fugio Files. This variety was missing 
from the Norweb Collection. Both dies clashed; reverse broken through lower left 
link. 


LOVELY N.10-G FUGIO 


Among the Finest Known 
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7020 1787 N.10-G. Fine Rays. R-7. 1 Over Horizontal 1 variety. Good Very Fine technical 

grade judging by the surfaces and color. Sundial sharpness of Fine, however. 152.4 
gns. Very minor roughness base of obverse, BUSINESS partial; full and sharp 
elsewhere, including the sunface. Nice, deep olive brown color. Small clip obverse at 
7:00, no other accidents or flaws worth mentioning. Among the Finest Known: about 
on a par with the Kessler coin. A rare variety, one missing from Norweb's collection, 
for example. Both dies clashed; reverse breaks a bit more advanced than described in 
the Kessler book. 

7021 1787 N.10-T. Fine Rays. R-5 + . 1 Over Horizontal 1 variety. Sharpness on sundial of Very 

Fine but rough, dark, granular. 146.1 gns. Obverse clashed; reverse break in 9th link 
doesn't yet reach label. 


MINT STATE N.11-B FUGIO 

7022 1787 N.11-B. Fine Rays. R-4. Uncirculated, nice glossy deep olive brown. 128.2 gns. Sur¬ 

faces mostly smooth and hard, areas of roughness noted at base obverse, top reverse. 
About 60 of these were in the Bank of New York hoard. Obverse lightly clashed (earlier 
than Norweb:3529); reverse, nevertheless, broken at 9th link. 


GEM N.11 -X FUGIO 

7023 1787 N.11-X. Fine Rays. R-4. Gem Uncirculated, partial mint red on left obverse rim, sur¬ 
faces elsewhere smooth, hard, glossy. 152.9 gns. A little rough base of obverse but sharp 
elsewhere and a very nice type coin. There were 133 of these in the Bank of New York 
hoard but not many were this nice. Obverse sharply clashed with pronounced incusations; 
reverse lightly clashed and apparently not yet broken. 

7024 1787 N.12-K. Fine Rays. R-6. Fine, even wear, lightly granular surfaces, pale olive brown. 
158.9 gns. No significant damage or problems requiring mention. Obverse seems perfect; 
reverse with diagnostic breaks at 5th through 7th links. 

7025 1787 N.12-M. Fine Rays. R-4. Very Fine, or a shade finer. 144.4 gns. Somewhat glossy 
olive-tan, minor surface granularity, tiny reverse rim bruise. Obverse die appears perfect; 
reverse lightly clashed at bottom, not at top. 

7026 1787 N.12-M. Fine Rays. R-4. Good Fine. A second. 157.5 gns. Light olive, even wear, 
some granularity. Later states than the preceding: obverse shows clash marks; reverse 
heavily clashed at top, now. 

7027 1787 N.12-S. Fine Rays. R-5 + . Technical Fine, off center strike almost qualifying for an 
"error." 153.2 gns. Dark, minor granularity but rough and unappealing. Apparently perfect 
dies. 

7028 1787 N.12-U. Fine Rays. R-5. Technically strong Very Fine for sharpness but a bit too 
rough for an Extremely Fine grade. 153.2 gns. Dark olive and brown, a couple of old ver¬ 
digris spots. From the clashed states of the dies, the reverse heavily so. 


MINT STATE N.12-X FUGIO 

7029 1787 N.12-X. Fine Rays. R-3. Uncirculated, lustre of a Choice specimen. 152.0 gns. Even 
olive brown on semi-glossy surfaces. A couple of minor obverse rim flaws, otherwise a 
clean specimen. Some light roughness in places. From the broken states of both dies. 

7030 1787 N.12-X. Fine Rays. R-3. Sharpness of About Uncirculated in places, appearance of 
Extremely Fine, or so. 123.3 gns. A second. Nice olive brown in color. Surfaces micro 
granular. Softly struck in places. From the broken states of both dies. 
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DOUBLE STRUCK N.12-X FUGIO 

7031 1787 N.12-X. Fine Rays. R-3. Uncirculated. 163.5 gns. Nice, rich olive brown. Some 

minor surface granularity. Exact obverse state uncertain; reverse broken as expected 
for "X". Double struck error: with two MIND YOUR BUSINESS mottos and most of 
two dates showing. Reverse shows only the outline of another planchet's rim. 
Reverse lack of sharpness due entirely to the second strike. It appears that this coin 
was correctly struck at first, got stuck in the obverse die, then another planchet was 
fed between the dies and the first one received an off center strike from the obverse 
die once again, its back details being crushed by the blank planchet. Errors in the 
Fugio series are always avidly collected. 

7032 1787 N.12-Z. Fine Rays. R-6. Label with Raised Rims variety. Nearly a full Very Fine but 
on a granular and rough planchet. 138.2 gns. Good, light brown color, most design details 
sharp, no serious accidental damage or strike defects requiring mention here (a tiny flaw 
bottom left reverse is noted for the fastidious). Short and barely intrusive clip top of 
obverse. Upset reverse, as all we have seen appear to be. Obverse clashed as seen when 
married to reverse X; reverse Z here shows a break from rim through 7th link towards (but 
not reaching) the label. 

7033 1787 N.12-Z. Fine Rays. R-6. Label with Raised Rims variety. Good Fine to Very Fine. 
155.4 gns. A second. Dark olive, reverse appears quite rough but actually gets better the 
more it's inspected! WE ARE barely visible. Small reverse verdigris spot. Upset reverse, as 
the previous. No serious damage or defects. Die states about as the last. 


NEWMAN 12-LL FUGIO 
Possible Finest Known 

7034 1787 N.12-LL. Fine Rays. R-7. Very Fine, possible Finest Known. 148.6 gns. Light 

olive brown, once cleaned. Both surfaces granular but all design details and types are 
remarkably clear for the grade and quality. No serious defects or damages requiring 
mention here, a nicely clean coin for the grade. This variety was discovered by 
Richard Picker late in 1974 and was published as N. 12-LL in the Colonial Newsletter 
(January, 1976). This example is far nicer than the discovery coin and grades higher 
than Mike McLaughlin's "Finest" (highest grade F). The eight specimens noted by 
McLaughlin range in grade from F down to AG. Obverse clashed, most noticeable at 
right; reverse clashed, sun rays visible at base. Doubling on many of the reverse rings 
(diagnostic for the die) is quite bold and in some places needs no magnification to 
see. 

7035 1787 N.13-N. Fine Rays. R-6 +. Very Good-Fine. 134.1 gns. Deep orange tan and olive. 

Minor surface granularity. Minor planchet flaw below N on obverse. Late state of the 
obverse die, sinking in center, accounting for weakness in sun rays below sun face; 
reverse appears perfect. 


EXTREMELY FINE NEWMAN 13-R FUGIO 
Condition Census 

7036 1787 N.13-R. Fine Rays. R-5. Extremely Fine, almost certainly a Condition Census 

coin. The finest we know of is a "Choice Brown Unc." in Early American Numis¬ 
matics’ January 1991 FPL. 151.5 gns. The Norweb coin (lot 3538) was graded "AU- 
50" and is, therefore, technically the second finest we have seen. It was quite soft 
along the central axes, however. This specimen has a very sharp obverse with a full 
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sun face and all numerals present. The reverse center is softer but the letters are still 
entirely readable. The coin has a very nice, smooth and even olive brown color. The 
surfaces are quite smooth and glossy save for a scattering of tiny flaws on the 
obverse. Obverse rim bevelled at upper right from a close brush with a punched hole 
already in the strip. All in all, we prefer this coin to the Norweb specimen. Obverse 
lightly clashed but no heavy incusations and sinking along center line of date still 
developing; reverse shows clashed sun face at bottom. 


CHOICE MINT STATE N.13-X FUGIO 

7037 1787 N.13-X. Fine Rays. R-1. Choice Uncirculated, a lovely and lustrous brown specimen 
with a hint of obverse mint color at the left. 149.2 gns. Soft and granular at right of both 
sides, 1787 somewhat indistinct. A Bank of New York hoard variety. Usual states: 
obverse clashed; reverse broken at bottom. 

7038 1787 N.13-X. Fine Rays. R-1. Uncirculated, a second example of one of the Bank of New 
York hoard varieties. 129.8 gns. Deep olive brown, traces of mint lustre, patch of reddish 
cuprous oxide at top of reverse. Obverse rim ragged at left, as made. Obverse die heavily 
clashed; usual broken reverse state. 

7039 1787 N.13-X. Fine Rays. R-1. Uncirculated, a third specimen of this popular type coin. 
1 57.5 gns. Pale olive brown, some striations both sides, usual die states. 


NEWMAN 14-0 FUGIO 
Among the Finest Known 

7040 1787 N.14-0. Fine Rays. R-5. Good Very Fine, among the finest known. 155.4 gns. 

Sharpness on sundial of nearly Extremely Fine but the obverse a bit too rough and off 
center for that grade. Reverse sharp, better centered, and glossy. Nice olive brown. 
Mike McLaughlin recorded 27 different specimens, none of which were better than 
VF, most of which were F or lower. This specimen is in a higher grade than the Nor¬ 
web and Kessler plate coins, for example. Die states as Norweb:3541. 


MINT STATE N.15-H 
Among the Finest Known 

7041 1787 N.15-H. Fine Rays. R-5. Uncirculated, among the finest known. 137.5 gns. A 

simply outstanding specimen of this semi-scarce variety, Alan Kessler’s own coin and 
previously, lot 2442 of his sale. Deep olive and brown with some reddish overtones. 
Several short linear flaws both sides. Otherwise, the surfaces are hard and glossy. 
This is the only Uncirculated N.15-H McLaughlin recorded and one of only three non- 
Bank of New York hoard Unc.'s Kessler knew. Later states than the Norweb coin's, 
the obverse clashed more deeply now and the reverse showing a set of clash marks, 
also. 

Ex Kessler-Spangenberger Sale (NASCA, April 1981), lot 2442. 

7042 1787 N.15-K. Fine Rays. R-7. Fine, olive brown on somewhat rough and grainy surfaces. 
139.9 gns. Minor flaws, only, no other defects or damages. A solidly collectable example 
of this rare variety. McLaughlin recorded only seven different examples. Reverse aligned 
"medal turn." Die states as Kessler's coin (lot 2443). 

7043 1787 N.15-V. Fine Rays. R-5 + . Good Very Fine, and a very nice one, too. 123.4 gns. 
Well centered, sharply struck, lovely olive brown color and semi-glossy surfaces. A really 
problem free VF and a handsome example. Perhaps not a CC coin but it would take a heck 
of an EF to upgrade this specimen. Die states about as Norweb:3543, the right of the 
reverse label still readable although the die has broken transversely. 
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NEWMAN 15-Y FUGIO 
The Kessler Plate Coin 

7044 1787 N.15-Y. Fine Rays. R-4. Eight Pointed Star on Label. Choice Very Fine. 135.5 gns. 
Pale olive brown, the surfaces a bit rough and grainy in places. Obverse rim pinch above 
first 7 in date. The Kessler Plate Reverse coin and lot 2445 of Alan Kessler’s sale. Later 
states than the one to follow, reverse especially, the die now formed a small cud inside 
the 6th link. 

Ex Kessler-Spangenberger Sale (NASCA, April 1981), lot 2445. 

7045 1787 N. 15-Y. Fine Rays. R-4. Eight Pointed Star on Label. About Very Fine, or so. A sec¬ 
ond. 137.5 gns. Pale brown, touch of corrosion at upper right obverse, reverse darker 
brown at upper left. Die states as Norweb:3544. A distinct. Red Book listed, "type" in the 
Fugio series. 

7046 1787 N.16-H. Fine Rays. R-5. Fine. 149.1 gns. Dark olive and deep brown-black, surfaces 
a bit granular, old reverse hairline scratch. Well centered. Die states as Norweb:3545. 


NEWMAN 16-N FUGIO 
Probable Second Finest Known 

7047 1787 N.16-N. Fine Rays. R-5. Choice About Uncirculated, probable Second Finest 

Known. 161.5 gns. Graded "AU-50" in Kessler's sale, we feel that does an injustice 
to the coin and that it should be classed higher, as we have done. Lovely, deep olive 
and brown color, surfaces hard and semi-glossy To call the surfaces "somewhat 
granular" as the NASCA cataloguer did is to be too hard on the coin. The coin was 
once wiped and there are iridescent blue highlights on the high points. That is about 
the only defect we can find on the coin that really needs to be mentioned. In our 
opinion, this one is nicer than the "AU-50" in EAN's January 1991 FPL. Its surfaces 
may rival those of the "Brown Uncirculated" in the same offering. Obverse die 
clashed, failing along tops of date numerals; reverse quite late, broken from rim 
through 2nd link to label, another from rim through 7th link to label. 

Ex Kessler-Spangenberger Sale (NASCA, April 1981), lot 2447. 

7048 1787 N.16-N. Fine Rays. R-5. Very rough Very Fine, granular, reverse active verdigris. 

138.7 gns. Obverse exact state uncertain; reverse broken through third and eighth rings. 

7049 1787 N.17-S. Fine Rays. R-5. Technically Extremely Fine, appearance of Very Fine to 

Choice Very Fine. Gray brown, surfaces mostly smooth with minor flaws, somewhat softly 
struck. Obverse die near perfect, no break from rim to dial plate; reverse spidery breaks, 
only. 

7050 1787 N.17-WW. Fine Rays. R-7. Near Very Good/Good. 154.3 gns. Very granular, brown 
and gray, reverse slightly off center, small obverse clip 8:00. A rare variety, with only five 
different listed in Mike McLaughlin's latest Fugio Files, for example. 

7051 1787 N.18-H. Fine Rays. R-5. About Very Fine/Very Fine. 147.3 gns. Pale olive brown and 
gray-brown. Obverse granular, reverse fairly smooth. Obverse rim ragged, as made. Short 
retained lamination at top left of sundial. Die states a little earlier than Norweb:3551, the 
obverse not sinking at right, yet; the reverse clash not so pronounced. 

7052 1787 N.18-U. Fine Rays. R-4. Good Fine to Very Fine. 155.4 gns. Nice, light olive brown 
color. Surfaces mostly smooth and semi-glossy. No real defects needing mention. Obverse 
18 always seems to come soft on the sundial numerals at right, making grading the 18 
varieties tough. Obverse die clashed but no break through B; reverse sharply and dramati¬ 
cally clashed at the top. 
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NEWMAN 18-X FUGIO 
Possible Condition Census 

7053 1787 N.18-X. Fine Rays. R-7. Fine, sundial numerals sharper than Norweb’s, suggesting a 
technical grade of Very Fine for the coin. 153.5 gns. Possible Condition Census. Dark 
olive, quite granular, reverse transversed by a linear flaw. Sun face is soft but all major 
design types and almost all legends are fully readable. This is a rare variety and this exam¬ 
ple of it is nicer than the Kessler sale coin and is sharper in places than Norweb’s. 
McLaughlin recorded only seven specimens and only one of those was graded better than 
Fine. Obverse as the N.18-U, above; reverse quite'grainy but the die seems unbroken, 
nevertheless. 

7054 1787 N.19-M. Fine Rays. R-7. Very Good. 150.7 gns. Dark olive and black, quite granular 
surfaces, old nick on label. Reverse aligned "medal turn." Another rare variety, McLaughlin 
listed only seven different examples. Die states uncertain due to surface condition. 

7055 1787 N.19-SS. Fine Rays. R-6. Technical Choice Very Fine, numerals on sundial show; 
but, a bit too soft and obverse off center with most of date illegible. Call it net About Very 
Fine. 139.1 gns. Olive brown, a little granular but some surface gloss present. Reverse 
aligned "medal turn." Exact die states uncertain. This variety was discovered by Eric New¬ 
man in 1957 and first published by Dave Bowers in 1958. 

7056 1787 N.19-Z. Fine Rays. R-5. Label with Raised Rims variety. Good Very Fine. 158.8 gns. 
Nice, even olive brown. Surfaces mostly smooth, just a couple of small and minor flaws. 
Pretty well centered. A good coin for the Red Book variety collector. Both dies very lightly 
clashed. 

7057 1787 N.20-R. Fine Rays. R-6. Rough Fine. 149.7 gns. Light olive brown, surfaces 
granular, obverse rim ragged, as made. From the clashed states of the dies. 

7058 1787 N.20-X. Fine Rays. R-6. Sharpness of Fine but overall technical grade of qualified 
Very Fine is better. 164.9 gns. Olive brown, surfaces smooth and glossy in places. Old 
reverse scratch, digs at top. Obverse clearly clashed as the preceding but the reverse 
appears unbroken. 

7059 1787 N.21-1. Fine Rays. R-4. Off center Very Fine. 142.0 gns. Olive tan and brown, 
granular surfaces. Sharply off center on both sides. From the clashed state of the obverse; 
clashed and failing state of the reverse. 

7060 1787 N.22-M. Fine Rays. R-5. Technically better than Fine but from the late states of the 
dies with heavy obverse failure and consequent loss of detail in the center. 140.4 gns. 
Olive brown, inactive verdigris discoloration on obverse, surfaces granular in places. 
Reverse aligned "medal turn." Obverse later than Norweb:3560, the die more severely fail¬ 
ing in the center although still only one set of clash marks; reverse about as the Norweb 
coin's, clashed twice. 

7061 "New Haven Restrike." N.104-FF. Silver. R-6. Uncirculated. 178.5 gns. Pale silver gray in 
color, with darker accents around some letters and the types. Sharp reverse strike, 
obverse die center sunk and so detail on highest points of struck coins soft in spots. Usual 
reverse die rust in some rings at right and bottom. 

7062 "New Haven Restrike." N.104-FF. Brass. R-4. About Uncirculated, obverse tooled in 
places, hidden scratches and initials in right field. 139.3 gns. Deep golden brown, the 
color of aged brass. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 CECIL AVENUE 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105 

GREETINGS ERIC; 

QUITE SOME TIME HAS PASSED SINCE OUR LAST 
CORRESPONDENCE AND I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE TIME AND FILL YOU 
IN ON RECENT HAPPENINGS. 

I HAVE BEEN FOR SOME TIME IN PERSUIT OF 
THE SHODAN RANK < 1st DEGREE BLACK BELT ') IN KODOKAN 
JUDO. LAST YEAR I ATTEMPED TO ATTAIN THIS RANK AND 
AT THE SAME TIME DIVIDING MY ATTENTION TO THE STUDY OF 
FUG 10 CENTS, WITH THE RESULT THAT I FELL JUST A LITTLE 
SHORT OF MY GOAL. AFTER THE PROMOTION EXAMS OF LAST 
NOVEMBER < PROMOTION EXAMS ARE GIVEN EVERY SIX MONTHS ), 

I DECIDED TO GIVE UNDIVIDED ATTENTION TO THIS PERSUIT, 
SETTING THE FUG10 STUDY ON THE BACX BURNER, SO AS TO GIVE 
MYSELF THE BEST CHANCE FOR SUCCESS. THIS LAST MARCH I 
WAS PROMOTED TO SHODAN, CULMINATING 25 YEARS OF OFF AND 
ON STUDY. 

NOW THAT I HAVE ATTAINED THIS GOAL I CAN 
GIVE MY BODY A REST AND ONCE AGAIN TURN MY ATTENTION TO 
THE STUDY OF FUG10 CENTS. 

SOME TIME LAST YEAR DONALD SCARI NCI WAS 
KIND ENOUGH TO SEND ME A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF AUCTION 
APPEARENCES OF FUG 10 CENTS, WHICH NOW HAS BEEN INCORPOR¬ 
ATED INTO THE "FILES". WITH THIS INFLUX OF INFORMATION, 


I ALSO ALPHABETIZED BY DATE, THE PLATE SECTION WITH THE 


RESULT THAT IT LOOKS MORE POLISHED. I HAVE INCLUDED A 
CORY OF THIS NEWEST REVISION FOR YOUR PERUSAL. I HAVE 
ALSO SENT A COPY TO DONALD. 

OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS I HAVE GIVEN SOME 
THOUGHT TO YOUR SUGGESTION OF DOING A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY 
ON THE SUBJECT. ALTHOUGH I FEEL THAT MY DIES STUDYS DO 
HAVE SOME MERIT, THIS WOULD ONLY REPRESENT THE 11 BONES" 

OF ANY COMPREHENSIVE WORK, AND MUCH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
WOULD BE NECESSARY. YOU MENTIONED EARLIER THAT YOU HAD A 
LARGE VOLUMNE OF INFORMATION INCLUDING PLATES. COULD YOU 
MAKE THIS AVAILABLE TO ME? I WOULD REINBURSE YOU FOR ANY 
EXPENSES INCURRED. 

IS THE DAMON DOUGLAS MANUSCRIPT STILL UN¬ 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATION? THIS ALONG WITH MY "FILES" 

COULD ALSO GO A LONG WAY TOGETHER. 

WELL ENOUGH FOR NOW. 


SINCERELY, 

/J fV V— 

MICHAEL MCLAUGHLIN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Michael Hodder October 11, 1994 

Stacks 

123 W. 57th St. 

New York, NY 10019-2280 


Dear Michael: 

Thank you for the galley proofs of the coining Fugio Cent sale 
catalog. The detailed descriptive material for the Stacks auction 
looks wonderful. 

My die variety work on Fugios included in Wayte Raymond's Coin 
Collector's Journal in 1949 was my first attempt at published 
numismatic research. I wrote it because I was astounded that the 
first authorized U.S. coin had never had its die varieties 
published while U.S. coins minted at the U.S. Mints often had 
revisions of die variety studies by then. It started me down a 
joyous road. 

This Hancock Collection shows how much more others can 
discover in a span of 45 years. I am glad to be able to enjoy 
seeing profuse additions and corrections made. 

Carry on. 

Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 



ft********************* 
* EIGHT PENCE. J 





Michael J. Hodder 
Numismatic Research 
Auction Representation 


HC 69 Box 606 
325 North Main Street 
Wolfeboro NH 03894 


Member: ANA 
ANS, NBS, NLG 
ANA Historian 

October 22, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the kind and complimentary letter you sent to Stack's about my Fugio 
cataloguing. I took the liberty of showing it to Harvey Stack and he was as please as I was 
with it. Harvey sends his compliments, in return. 

Because they were the first officially authorized US coins, the Fugio's have attracted more 
than their share of attention. You were the first in recent memory to try your hand on the 
series. Since 1949, we've had Damon Douglas and Jim Spilman contributing their thoughts 
and research. I'd guess that the Fugio's are the best understood of all early American coins 
as a result of all the work that's gone into studying them. 

For my part, I've begun the research for a new study of Massachusetts silver coins. This 
will be a thorough revision of Noe, with expanded and new information about emission 
sequences, methods of manufacture, rarity, etc. 

Yours truly 

IviP 

Michael Hodder 


Telephone: 

603-569-8265 


Fax: 

603-569-2678 


CompuServe: 

73767,606 


Internet: 

mhodder@world.std.com 




The Americam Numismatic Society 


(FOUNDED 1856 • INCORPORATED 1865) 


Broadway at 155™ Street 

New York-NY. 10032 


November 23, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Jim Spilman has had me looking for weights of fugios based on the study 
of the Bank of New York hoard, hence the attached memorandum, which I 
pass on for your own records. 


All the best, 



Modern Coins 


Measurements done on Fugios by Richard D. Kenney and Damon G. 
Douglas 

Diameters: 

Number measured Variety Mean diameter (in millimeters) 


246 

14-Z 
(12—X) 

28.046 

239 

12-E 

(8-B) 

28.104 

669 

7-Z 

(8-X) 

28.133 

181 

12-Z 

(8-X) 

28.132 

131 

16-Z 

(11-X) 

28.312 

59 

16-E 

(11-B) 

28.165 


TOTAL: 1525 

Varieties are older Douglas numbers. Figures in parentheses are 
Newman numbers, figured out by Kleeberg by comparison with figures 
for weights and by usual cipher techniques. 


Weights, in grams: 


Variety 

Number weighed 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Average 

3-EE 

726 

7.71 

10.45 

10.15 

(13-X) 

18 

7.88 

10.39 

10.09 

7-T 

1 

10.23 



(9 —S) 

1 

10.53 



7-AA 

12 

10.07 

10.48 

10.27 

(9-P) 

4 

10.08 

10.59 

10.20 

00 

a 

246 

7.71 

10.78 

10.10 

(8-B) 

11 

7.93 

10.64 

10.27 

8-EE 

189 

7.87 

10.32 

10.13 

(8-X) 

5 

7.98 

10.17 

10.07 

10-EE 

264 

7.53 

10.74 

10.02 

(12-X) 

? 

7.77 

10.17 

10.01 

12-H 

60 

7.93 

10.53 

10.16 

(11-B) 

3 

7.99 

10.14 

10.06 


12-P 

(11-A) 


10 

2 


10.34 

10.80 


10.79 

10.80 


10.55 

10.80 


12 -EE 
(11-X) 


132 

4 


7.93 
10.26 


10.78 

10.59 


10.31 

10.37 


EE-EE 


1 Not weighed by Douglas, but weight 
is: 10.520 


(X; brockage) 


First figure is hoard coins, which total to 1640, plus the brockage 
equals 1641. Second figure is presumably Bank of New York hoard 
coins discovered by Douglas outside the hoard (Bank of New York 
hoard coins are very recognizable). 

Varieties are newer Douglas numbers. Varieties in parentheses are 
Newman numbers derived by comparison with the labels on the ANS 
boxes, which have both Douglas numbers and Newman numbers. 

The number of coins weighed is higher than the number of coins 
measured, presumably because Douglas came across more coins in the 
hoard. 

SOURCE: Damon G. Douglas Papers, Box 2, folders 1 and 2: Charts and 
Data sheets 


John M. Kleeberg 


Dear Eric, 


Philip L. Mossman, M.D. 

36 Griffin Avenue 
Hampden, Maine 04444 
April 12,1997 


Thank you so much for your prompt reading and return of the Paul Revere 
manuscript. I’m glad you liked it; I certainly enjoyed doing it and learned a lot in the 
process. I appreciated your input on the Corey notes and will include your corrections. 
Thank you also for the copies of the “sword in hand” notes which will be a fine 
accompamment to the text. I’ll try to get a “legal” picture of the Boston Massacre The 
one I have was taken from an old book but no doubt I’ll need to get someone’s permission 

licA * 


Regarding Jefferson s comment about the circulation of coppers in Virginia, the 
statement was obviously quoted in the two sources, his papers which you used and the 
ASP-Finance which I found in our library. 


I agree with your conclusion about the items that Revere sent to Watson. One was 
certainly was a piece of printed paper money of the February 17, 1776 fractional currency 
emission. The other money was not defined - so the only other possibility would be a 
Du™ copper. I’ll also add that to the paper. 



Something interesting happened the other day. I was talking to Rob Retz, an 
active member of C4, EAC, and CNL, who is an avid Fugio enthusiast. He also helped 
me by submitting material for my book many years ago. His ambition is to write an 
updated book on Fugios with a great emphasis on the historical aspects. It sounds to me 
that he is planning a real study and not just a “marketing” manual. [Not to be critical, but 
the Kessler book is now outdated and lacked any depth of historical information.] He 
gladly accepted my suggestion that he consult you regarding any new publication because 
of your prior experience and expertise in the subject. However, he was too timid to 
contact you directly himself since he has never met you in person. I said that I would make 
all the proper introductions. I hope I was not too presumptive in doing this but you are 
such a valuable resource. If it is OK that he confer with you, I can pass the word on to 
him. This all came about because there was a new concave rays Fugio reported to the 
CNL by Tony Terranova which will appear in the August issue. Following the Newman 
convention, it is called 25-PP. 

As for Paul Revere, I don’t know in just which issue he will appear. As for 
Stepney Hoard, John Kleeberg just came across an unpublished article by Breen which 
used much of the same data that was in the letter he wrote you. It was in a box of 
miscellaneous Breen material the ANS bought in an auction. Since John has been in LA 
on the large cent trial. I’ve not had chance to speak to him as to just how we should use it. 
I’ll keep you posted on how this paper is evolving. 



iincerely yours. 


Rob Retz 

5757 NE Emerson 
Portland, Or. 



97218 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Perhaps you are aware that I have undertaken a Fugio research project with the goal 
of producing a comprehensive monograph on the series. As the pioneer researcher in 
the series any assistance in this project that you might be willing to lend will be most 
greatly appreciated. 

I am hoping to attain as broad a scope as possible in this project. Some of the areas 
that I want to cover in depth are history of the series, minting techniques (more on that 
later), plating of all 60 known varieties, extensive die state data, fantasy pieces, 
“restrikes”, errors, and condition census data. 

Bill Noyes is working with me to produce one of the most extensive Fugio photo files 
yet developed. This will form the basis for the plate work of the book. 

Any assistance that you would be willing to offer would be most appreciated and duly 
credited. (Something which has not always happened in the past!) 



Rob Retz 


P.S. I was enthralled by your talk at thel 991 EAC Convention on the possibility of the 
use of a mechanical planchet feeder by colonial minters. Subsequently I searched for 
a “consistent anomaly” in the coinage that would confirm the use of such a device. Lo 
and behold the Fugio series contains at least two! N. 15-V that is consistently struck off 
center 5% to K-6, and N. 9-Q that is consistently struck off center to K-2. Such an 
anomaly could not have occurred had the planchets been hand fed. 


THE 
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Philip L. Mossman, M.D., Editor 
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December 13, 1997 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

I’ve accumulated quite a list of things to report to you In keeping with my 
obsessive compulsive personality, I’ll number them off 

1. In regard to the McLaughlin Fugio project, Jim Spilman wrote to me about Fugio 
attribution. “I fully agree with Eric. That was, in fact, the ONLY recommendation that I 
gave Rob [Retz] when we first discussed his effort - “stick with the original Newman 
attribution scheme.” 

The other fact is, in my editorial capacity, I can insist on the “Newman scheme” for 
CNL articles, so that’s that! It seems that all McLaughlin plans to do is republish his 
updated EAC articles, but this time with pictures. To this he will add, with my help, an 
explanatory introduction to his material [he never had any explanations attached to the 
E4C series]. Jim Spilman wants to append to the McLaughlin manuscript a consolidated, 
abbreviated, corrected version of his previous Fugio papers which appeared years ago in 
CNL, but essentially nothing new I will help him with the editing. So that’s what it’s all 
about It seems these plans have been in the pot for a long time and I found out about 
them at the time Retz called me and I started to make some inquiries on his behalf. Both 
projects, Retz and McLaughlin, seem different and complementary to each other. 

2. Regarding Mr Hessberg and his purchase of the Stepney hoard Stack’s featured his 
collection, with a brief biography, in their June 19 & 20, 1991 auction, but the sale does 
not seem to have any Stepney coins that match the inventory. So - unless he sold them all, 
[which he could have done], there is no confirmation from his collection that he was the 
mysterious buyer Breen may well have been correct with his “New Englander [whatever 
that means] with a name beginning with ‘C’.” I just asked Dave Bowers if he would 
review the manuscript and comment since he bought and sold a bunch of them, but no 
reply yet [it is too soon to expect it ] 

Now really it is a case of “for fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” Elam and 
Kleeberg liked the first draft of the Stepney Hoard so much [and their other speaker 
refused], they have asked me to present it at the April 18th ANS meeting! Please sit up 
front between me and the audience to intercept the tomatoes! I’ll have another draft for 










your inspection soon. Again, thanks so much; you don’t know how much I appreciate 
your guidance. 

3. The problem of the 1786 Miller 5.4-G is solved. The extra dot appears to be the 
remnant of a long filial of the A from a previous subtle overstrike. So don’t bother 
anymore about it. 

4. Thank you for the information on Hannah’s town. I’ll write to Mr. Homren in the near 
future. He is in CNL. 

Those are the current issues. I hope that you and your family have a Happy 
Holiday Season. 


Sincerely yours. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Philip Mossman 
From: Eric P. Newman 
Date: December 15, 1997 

I looked at the Kessler numbering for reverses of the Fugios. 
I had nothing to do with the book or the numbering system changes 
as it was kept secret from me. 

I had used the double letter system for reverses of the New 
Haven and ’’pattern'* pieces and when we ran out of reverse letters 
for new discoveries after original publication I suggested using 
other double letters for the new dies without disturbing the New 
Haven and "pattern" reverse double letters. This was merely 
continuing using Miller's Connecticut double lettering. 

The addition of numbers was not necessary as Kessler then used 
it again to describe die breaks in parentheses in his book. 

Thomas Hall whose unpublished Fugio system I was unaware of 
in 1949 and 1952 used letters for obverses and numbers for 
reverses. If Douglas did something I would have to look it up, 
but it was not published. 


I hope this helps. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz February 10, 1998 

5757 NE Emerson St. 

Portland, OR 97218 


Dear Rob: 

It was fun talking to you. Your enthusiasm for the visit is 
great. What a pleasure to have you so interested in Fugioing here. 
My wife and I are going to NY and Boston on February 14 for about 
two weeks and I can't schedule your visit as you suggest. 

I am enclosing photocopies of the Fugio pages in Dr. Hall's 
inventory. You can study these. 

I believe I informed you that I understand that CNL will be 
publishing some McLaughlin-Spilman variety summaries of past data. 
Will that help or mess up your opus ? ... 

Now as to publishing the Douglas manuscript I think this is 
going backwards not forward. Your project should be all inclusive. 
Wbat Douglas added I am sure Taxay knew and used and perhaps others 
have studied it. Douglas probably has omissions and unclear 
matters like everyone else and that is where your (or any new 
writer's) input is essential. 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz May 17, 1999 

5757 NE Emerson St. 

Portland, OR 97218 


In looking for something under Smithsonian Institution in my 
files I found some early Fugio correspondence which I thought might 
be of interest to you for your Fugio work. Copies are enclosed. 


January 30, 1951 
February 6, 1951 
February 10, 1951 
July 17, 1951 
July 19, 1951 
July 27, 1951 
August 16, 1951 


Breen to Newman 
Newman to Breen 
Breen to Newman 
Newman to Breen 
Mosher to Newman 
Newman to Mosher 
Newman to Mosher 


I had no recollection of these at the time you visited. 


My best, 



Eric P. Newman 


5/17/99 


Rob: 

I hit the jackpot. I Found my 
original correction copy of 
the Fugio publication with 
its notations, and enclose 
the scribble on the pages as 
well as the side notes I inserted 
in the pamphlet. 

I hope these will be helpful. 


EPN:bv 


from THE DESK of ER 1C P. NEWMAN 


TONY CARLOTTO 

PO BO\ 594 

SHEFFIELD IMA 01257 

413-229-8640 Tcolonial a aol.com facsimile 413-229-2756 


November 27, 1999 


Dear Eric, 

Enclosed you will find copies of the plates you so graciously lent permission to reprint 
for the Colonial Coin Collectors Club I did not know you wanted some copies until the 
last day of the convention and I just found the time (early Thanksgiving morn) to make 
you some I made 25 sets for the annual meet and they want 25 more Also enclosed are 
the ‘ trials” 1 made in determining the exposure and layout I settled on the black border to 
make it easy for centered placement of the negatives In case you didn’t know, my main 
way of making a living is being a partner in a camera store and lab We keep very busy 
and spare time is at a minimum I have been at it for 33 years and the store for 28 If 1 can 
ever do anything for you please don’t hesitate to ask 

I am still in the process of researching the Nova Constellatio and Nova Eborac series 
The Vermont book will also appear in a second edition The layout of the Nova series 
will be the same as the Vermont book I had a great show at Boston Exchanged much 
information and met new people In one conversation it was mentioned not many people 
approach you for help The explanation was that they were afraid To others and me you 
are GOD in numismatics, and you know that not everybody calls God everyday I want to 
thank you again on behalf of me and others in the club for being so generous, and for all 
your great contributions to numismatics Rob Retz couldn’t stop praising your hospitality 
and generosity I hope he fares as well as I in publication 

I have found a little new information on the Vermonts and have offers to photograph 
more specimens Some were not so cooperative before publication and now the doors are 
a little more open One that I still have to crack is the Bennington Museum The director 
seems to change every time I get my foot in I think I am hot on the trail now They 
should have each coin photographed and weighed to make a virtual fingerprint The 
display also has a few errors in it, which should be corrected I continue to look in every 
nook and cranny for something new I have a personal belief that the two different years 
of landscapes were made in different locations Another is that one Matthew Lyon of 
congressional fame had something to do with supplying “metal” for the bust left series 
He is a very interesting character and I am preparing a little biography of my own on him 

I will keep in touch and once again, thank you so much for all 


Sincerely, 



Tony 



A few photos for you. The post card is a photo I took two years ago. (I am 
also into older autos.) No retouching, just one shot. The group shot is of me 
with my daughter and son, so you have a face for the name. We have a little 
farm and my son raises sheep and we are involved in 4-H. I met you once at 
EAC in St. Louis, a time I will never forget. Your library was so awesome. I 
collect numislit also and have several thousand pieces of misc. stuff along 
with the classics. 
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To: Tony Carlotto 


December 16, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 

Your very kind and considerate letter of November 27, 1999 is 
appeciated. I have been on vacation in Asia and can now respond 
and say happy holidays. 

The positive Fugio prints are great and after you fill k 
club's needs I believe you are to return the negatives. You can 
borrow them again if needed. dV . _ . 

I am delighted to meet your family and camera shop by 
photography. 1 met so many new people in St. Louis in 1991 I was 
not able to remember most of them. If they had faces which looked 
like coins I might have done better- , ^ . 

As to your Nova Constellatio project Com World for December 
20 ' 1999 has an article. In my prior work I did not include an 

oversize planchet copper piece and a trial struck in silver. I am 
sure you will, if you need help on anything for your article just 

The comment you made about not many people asking for help 
from me is intriguing to me. X have helped others steadily for 50 
years and I didn't know I frighten people. Please ask whoever said 
that to be more specific. It will help me and may help him or her. 
I gave a talk at the ANA in Chicago about Dr. Sheldon's thefts and 
was accused of dripping with venom. I wasn't but probably should 
have been to make the talk more convincing. I cannot change the 
obverse of my face because I oppose alteration. In editing for 
others I urge clear expression and also thorough references. I 
also do work in numismatic fields other than Colonial and 
Confederation so perhaps your informant does not know what help I 
try to give. 

Ken Bressett helped the Bennington Museum get back some of 
their stolen coins and could have pictures of the originals. 

You use the word GOD in your letter. Please look at the C. 
Douglas Smith obituary in the current Pennywise and note that the 
name is already taken. Spell it backwards for me, dogonit. 

Keep in touch as you promised. I am writing a paper on the 
spelling of MASATHVSETS and will sand a draft to you for editing 
if you wish to be so involved. 


Thanks again for writing. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 12, 1991 


Mr. Jack H. Beymer 
737 Coddingtown Center 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

Dear Mr. Beymer: 

I would like to call your attention to a matter you may not be aware 
of. In your advertising of American colonial coins, you classify Fugio 
cents using Kessler variety numbers. This is not generally done by 
others. Kessler used the varieties which I developed and published, 
and Kessler so states on page 11 of his book and elsewhere. He wrote 
his book without contacting me and without my knowledge of it. I did 
not know anything about it until it was published. You will also note 
in the acknowledgement of the Kessler book that my name is not even 
mentioned. He received no permission to use my designations. 

Under these circumstances, I would appreciate it if you would consider 
using my classification for the Fugio cents which is a little fairer 
to me and more accurate. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


JACK H. BEYMER 

737 Coddingtown Center 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 





fa 



